BEFORE THE SQUTH CARDLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

In the Maller of Lhe Suspension
of the BEducator Certificate of ORDER OF SUSPENSION

Earleane Putnam Williams,

L )

Certificate 174533

SUMMARY OF THE CASE

Tke South Carcling State Board of Education (State Board) considered
this matter on February 13, 2008, On Aprll 10, 2007, he Slale Deparlmenl
of Educztion (Department) sent Earleane Pulnam Willlams a notice of her
right to a hearing rogarding Lhe possible suspension of her South Carcling
educator certificate. Upon receipl of the nolice, My, Williams agreed to waive
her right to a hearing and entered into & repayment plan. The Department
‘then sent Ms, \Willlams a repayment agreement. Ms, Williams sigied the
agreerment on May 26, 2007. The signed repayment agreement and an initia
payment of 100,00 were received by the Department on May 31, 2007, Ms,
YWilliams made additional payments of $100.00 on June 28, 2007; July 30,
2007 August 30, 2007; Octobar 1, 2007, October 30, 2004; awl Movember
28, 2007, Thereaftar, Ms. Williams failed to comply with the terms of the
repayment agresment. Ms, Willizims has nol repaid Lhe remaining balance ot
5450.00 which is now past due. After considering the intormation presented,
the State Boeard woted to suspenc Ms. Williams's certificate until she ropays
Lhe full amount owed on her outstanding loan with the Stare of South
Cezrolina obtained through the Center for Teacher Education, Recruilmenl,
Retention and Advancement (CERRA).

FINDINGS OF FACT

M=, Willlams holds a walid South Carolina educatar cernificate and has
over twelve years of teaching expeorichce. On July 26, 200L, Ms, Williams

signed 4 promissary note with the State of South Carolica Lo oblan g loan of
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52300 to pay for the costs of applying for certification from the Maticnal
Board for Profezsional Teaching Standards [MBFTS). Ore of the tarms of that
promissory note was that the loan reciplent would be ebligated to repay one
half of the lnan amount, %1150, If after participation n the process for ane
yvear, she did not continue or otherwise successfully complele the procsss of
nhtaining NOFTS certification. Under th's term of the agreement, Ms. Williams
is now obligalzd Lo repay the outstanding amount owed, CERERA and the
Desartment have sent sevaral letters to Ms, Williams intorming her that the
51150 was due and of the consequences for failing to repay the amount cue.
After receiving notice of the possible suspension of her cducator comificate,
Ms, Williams agreed o waive her right to a nearing and entered into a
repayment agrecment. Ms. Williams execcuted the repayment agrecment on
May 26, 2007, The signed repayment agreemenl and an initial paymenl of
4100,00 were received by the Departrment on May 31, 2007, Mz, Williams
submitted subsaquent payments of $100.00 on June 28, 2007; July 30,
2007; August 30, 2007; October 1, 2007 October 3C, 2007: and November
28, 2007, Thereafter, M=, Williams failed o comply with the terms of the
repayrment agreement. Ms. Williams has not repaid the remaining balance of
$450.00 that is now past due.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Ihe State Board may suspend the certificate of any perscn for
unprofessional conduct, 5.2, Code Ann. §8 59-25-.50 and 160 (20044, The
State Board finds that there is sufficient information to suppoirt its decision to
suspend Ms, Williams's educator certifcate from the dake of this Grder until
she has satisfied her remaining financial obligaticn to the State of Scuth
Carolina, as established in the promissory note referenced abowve. Upon full
payment of the balance due, if Ms. Williams wishes to hawve her certificate
reinstated, sne may make a written request for reinstatement to tha Office of
Educator Certification of the Departiment of Cducation.
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